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petition, challenges, and recommenda-
tions to the Authorizing Official. 

(b) The Authorizing Official must 
within 60 calendar days of the Official 
Filing Date: 

(1) Determine whether the petition 
complies with the requirements of this 
Subpart; 

(2) Inform the spokesperson for the 
petitioners and the recognized tribal 
governing body, in writing, whether 
the petition is valid, the basis for that 
determination, and a statement that 
the decision of the Authorizing Official 
is a final agency action. 

(i) If the petition is determined valid 
for the purposes of calling a Secre-
tarial election, it will be deemed a 
‘‘tribal request’’ for the purposes of 
this part, and the Authorizing Official 
will instruct the Local Bureau Official 
to call and conduct the Secretarial 
election in accordance with §§ 81.19 
through 81.45 of subpart D. 

(ii) If the petition is determined in-
valid, the Authorizing Official will no-
tify the spokesperson for the peti-
tioners, with a courtesy copy to the 
tribe’s governing body, that the peti-
tion was not valid and a Secretarial 
election will not be called. 

§ 81.63 May the same petition be used 
for more than one Secretarial elec-
tion? 

No. A petition may not be used for 
more than one Secretarial election. 
Each request for a Secretarial election 
requires a new petition. 

PART 82 [RESERVED] 

PART 83—PROCEDURES FOR FED-
ERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF IN-
DIAN TRIBES 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
83.1 What terms are used in this part? 
83.2 What is the purpose of the regulations 

in this part? 
83.3 Who does this part apply to? 
83.4 Who cannot be acknowledged under 

this part? 
83.5 How does a petitioner obtain Federal 

acknowledgment under this part? 
83.6 What are the Department’s duties? 
83.7 How does this part apply to docu-

mented petitions submitted before July 
31, 2015? 

83.8 May the deadlines in this part be ex-
tended? 

83.9 How does the Paperwork Reduction Act 
affect the information collections in this 
part? 

Subpart B—Criteria for Federal 
Acknowledgment 

83.10 How will the Department evaluate 
each of the criteria? 

83.11 What are the criteria for acknowledg-
ment as a federally recognized Indian 
tribe? 

83.12 What are the criteria for a previously 
federally acknowledged petitioner? 

Subpart C—Process for Federal 
Acknowledgment 

DOCUMENTED PETITION SUBMISSION 

83.20 How does an entity request Federal ac-
knowledgment? 

83.21 What must a documented petition in-
clude? 

83.22 What notice will OFA provide upon re-
ceipt of a documented petition? 

REVIEW OF DOCUMENTED PETITION 

83.23 How will OFA determine which docu-
mented petition to consider first? 

83.24 What opportunity will the petitioner 
have to respond to comments before OFA 
reviews the petition? 

83.25 Who will OFA notify when it begins 
review of a documented petition? 

83.26 How will OFA review a documented 
petition? 

83.27 What are technical assistance reviews? 
83.28 When does OFA review for previous 

Federal acknowledgment? 
83.29 What will OFA consider in its reviews? 
83.30 Can a petitioner withdraw its docu-

mented petition? 
83.31 Can OFA suspend review of a docu-

mented petition? 

PROPOSED FINDING 

83.32 When will OFA issue a proposed find-
ing? 

83.33 What will the proposed finding in-
clude? 

83.34 What notice of the proposed finding 
will OFA provide? 

COMMENT AND RESPONSE PERIODS, HEARING 

83.35 What opportunity will there be to 
comment after OFA issues the proposed 
finding? 

83.36 What procedure follows the end of the 
comment period for a favorable proposed 
finding? 

83.37 What procedure follows the end of the 
comment period on a negative proposed 
finding? 
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